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 The California Department of Education has  adopted curriculum
standards for grades TK-12.  Click here for more information.

The purpose of this document is to provide parents and guardians
with an overview of the standards for their child's grade as well as
the curriculum used in PVSD classrooms.
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https://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/


E N G L I S H  L A NG UAGE  A RTS

Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says
explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text

Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from the details in the text;
summarize the text

Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events

Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and
when drawing inferences from the text

Determine the main idea of a text and explains how it is supported by key details;

Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events,
ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific
information in the text.

Use information from two or more texts to write or speak about the subject
knowledgeably

Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words

Read accurately and fluently to support comprehension

Fifth grade students will:

summarizes the text



Logically ordered reasons to support an opinion
Facts and details that support reasons

 Introducing a topic clearly, providing a general observation and focus and organizing
related information logically
Developing a topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations or other information
and examples

Fifth students will:

 Write opinion pieces which include:

Write Informative/Explanatory which include:

Organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally. Uses narrative techniques such as
dialogue, description and pacing to develop experiences and events or show the responses of
characters to situations

Strengthen writing by planning, revising, and editing

Demonstrates a command of the grade level conventions of standard English grammar and
usage

a. Form and use frequently occurring irregular plural nouns (e.g., feet, children, teeth, mice,
fish).
b. Use reflexive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves).
c. Form and use the past tense of frequently occurring irregular verbs (e.g., sat, hid, told).
d. Use adjectives and adverbs, and choose between them depending on what is to be
modified.
e. Produce, expand, and rearrange complete simple and compound sentences (e.g., The
boy watched the movie; The little boy watched the movie; The action movie was watched by
the little boy).

Apply correct spelling of grade-level words in written work
Acquire and use grade-appropriate vocabulary

W R I T I N G  A ND  LAN GU AGE



M A THE M AT IC S

Understand the place value system

Fifth grade students will:

1. Recognize that in a multi-digit number, a digit in one place represents 10 times as
much as it represents in the place to its right and 1/10 of what it represents in the
place to its left.

2. Explain patterns in the number of zeros of the product when multiplying a number
by powers of 10, and explain patterns in the placement of the decimal point when a
decimal is multiplied or divided by a power of 10. Use whole-number exponents to
denote powers of 10.

3. Read, write, and compare decimals to thousandths.
a. Read and write decimals to thousandths using base-ten numerals, number
names, and expanded form, e.g., 347.392 = 3 × 100 + 4 × 10 + 7 × 1 + 3 × (1/10)
+ 9 × (1/100) + 2 ×(1/1000).
b. Compare two decimals to thousandths based on meanings of the digits in
each place, using >, =, and < symbols to record the results of comparisons.

4. Use place value understanding to round decimals to any place. Perform
operations with multi-digit whole numbers and with decimals to hundredths

5. Fluently multiply multi-digit whole numbers using the standard algorithm.

6. Find whole-number quotients of whole numbers with up to four-digit dividends
and two-digit divisors, using strategies based on place value, the properties of
operations, and/or the relationship between multiplication and division. Illustrate and
explain the calculation by using equations, rectangular arrays, and/or area models.



M A T H E M A T ICS(CONT INUED )

Use equivalent fractions as a strategy to add and subtract fractions

Apply and extend previous understandings of multiplication and division to multiply
and divide fractions

Fifth grade students will:

7. Add, subtract, multiply, and divide decimals to hundredths, using concrete models or
drawings and strategies based on place value, properties of operations, and/or the
relationship between addition and subtraction; relate the strategy to a written method
and explain the reasoning used

1. Add and subtract fractions with unlike denominators (including mixed numbers) by
replacing given fractions with equivalent fractions in such a way as to produce an
equivalent sum or difference of fractions with like denominators. For example, 2/3 +
5/4 = 8/12 + 15/12 = 23/12. (In general, a/b + c/d = (ad + bc)/bd.)
2. Solve word problems involving addition and subtraction of fractions referring to the
same whole, including cases of unlike denominators, e.g., by using visual fraction
models or equations to represent the problem. Use benchmark fractions and number
sense of fractions to estimate mentally and assess the reasonableness of answers. For
example, recognize an incorrect result 2/5 + 1/2 = 3/7, by observing that 3/7 < 1/2.

3. Interpret a fraction as division of the numerator by the denominator (a/b = a ÷ b).
Solve word problems involving division of whole numbers leading to answers in the
form of fractions or mixed numbers, e.g., by using visual fraction models or equations
to represent the problem. For example, interpret 3/4 as the result of dividing 3 by 4,
noting that 3/4 multiplied by 4 equals 3, and that when 3 wholes are shared equally
among 4 people each person has a share of size 3/4. If 9 people want to share a 50-
pound sack of rice equally by weight, how many pounds of rice should each person
get? Between what two whole numbers does your answer lie?



M A T H E M A T ICS(CONT INUED )

Fifth grade students will:

4. Apply and extend previous understandings of multiplication to multiply a fraction or
whole number by a fraction.

a. Interpret the product (a/b) × q as a parts of a partition of q into b equal parts;
equivalently, as the result of a sequence of operations a × q ÷ b. For example, use
a visual fraction model to show (2/3) × 4 = 8/3, and create a story context for this
equation. Do the same with (2/3) × (4/5) = 8/15. (In general, (a/b) × (c/d) =
ac/bd.)
b. Find the area of a rectangle with fractional side lengths by tiling it with unit
squares of the appropriate unit fraction side lengths, and show that the area is the
same as would be found by multiplying the side lengths. Multiply fractional side
lengths to find areas of rectangles, and represent fraction products as rectangular
areas.

5. Interpret multiplication as scaling (resizing), by:
a. Comparing the size of a product to the size of one factor on the basis of the size
of the other factor, without performing the indicated multiplication.
b. Explaining why multiplying a given number by a fraction greater than 1 results in
a product greater than the given number (recognizing multiplication by whole
numbers greater than 1 as a familiar case); explaining why multiplying a given
number by a fraction less than 1 results in a product smaller than the given
number; and relating the principle of fraction equivalence a/b = (n × a)/(n × b)
to the effect of multiplying a/b by 1.

6. Solve real-world problems involving multiplication of fractions and mixed numbers,
e.g., by using visual fraction models or equations to represent the problem.
7. Apply and extend previous understandings of division to divide unit fractions by
whole numbers and whole numbers by unit fractions.

a. Interpret division of a unit fraction by a non-zero whole number, and compute
such quotients. For example, create a story context for (1/3) ÷ 4, and use a visual
fraction model to show the quotient. Use the relationship between multiplication
and division to explain that (1/3) ÷ 4 = 1/12 because (1/12) × 4 = 1/3.



M A T H E M A T ICS(CONT INUED )

Geometric measurement: understand concepts of volume and relate volume to
multiplication and to addition

Fifth grade students will:

b. Interpret division of a whole number by a unit fraction, and compute such
quotients. For example, create a story context for 4 ÷ (1/5), and use a visual
fraction model to show the quotient. Use the relationship between multiplication
and division to explain that 4 ÷ (1/5) = 20 because 20 × (1/5) = 4.
c. Solve real-world problems involving division of unit fractions by non-zero
whole
numbers and division of whole numbers by unit fractions, e.g., by using visual
fraction
models and equations to represent the problem. For example, how much
chocolate will each person get if 3 people share 1/2 lb of chocolate equally?
How many 1/3-cup servings are in 2 cups of raisins?

3. Recognize volume as an attribute of solid figures and understand concepts of
volume measurement.

a. A cube with side length 1 unit, called a “unit cube,” is said to have “one cubic
unit” of volume, and can be used to measure volume.
b. A solid figure which can be packed without gaps or overlaps using n unit
cubes is said to have a volume of n cubic units.

4. Measure volumes by counting unit cubes, using cubic cm, cubic in, cubic ft, and
improvised units.
5. Relate volume to the operations of multiplication and addition and solve real-
world and mathematical problems involving volume.
a. Find the volume of a right rectangular prism with whole-number side lengths by
packing it with unit cubes, and show that the volume is the same as would be found
by multiplying the edge lengths, equivalently by multiplying the height by the area
of the base. Represent threefold whole-number products as volumes, e.g., to
represent the associative property of multiplication.



M A T H E M A T ICS(CONT INUED )

Fifth grade students will:

 b. Apply the formulas V = l × w × h and V = b × h for rectangular prisms to
find volumes of right rectangular prisms with whole-number edge lengths in
the context of solving real-world and mathematical problems.
c. Recognize volume as additive. Find volumes of solid figures composed of two
non-overlapping right rectangular prisms by adding the volumes of the non-
overlapping parts, applying this technique to solve real-world problems.

Required fluency:
Multi-digit multiplication



H I S T O R Y  S O C IA L  SC I EN CE

Fifth grade:

The course for grade five presents the story of the development of the nation, with
emphasis on the period up to 1800. This course focuses on the creation of a new
nation that would be populated by immigrants from all parts of the globe and
governed by institutions influenced by a number of religions, the ideals of the
Enlightenment, and concepts of self-government. 

Students in the fifth grade continue to develop the civic and economic skills they will
need as citizens, especially as they learn about the nation’s foundational documents.
Students examine the human and physical geography of the United States by
studying past and present-day maps of the United States and identifying connections
with geography and the ethnic, linguistic, and religious settlement patterns that
shaped the new nation. The content covered in grade five is expansive, and the
discipline-specific skills that are to be taught are equally demanding. Whenever
possible, the past should be examined through the eyes of women, men, and children
from a variety of historical groups. They should begin to understand that people in the
past had different perspectives; one goal of learning history is to understand why
people in the past lived the way they lived. It is also intended for students to begin to
understand why the current world is structured the way it is.

Topics of Study:
The Land and the People before Columbus
Age of Exploration
Cooperation and Conflict in North America
Settling the Colonies
The Road to War
The American Revolution
The Development and Significance of the U.S. Constitution
Life in the Young Republic
The New Nation’s Westward Expansion



 S C I EN CE

What is Matter Made of?
From Matter to Organisms
Interacting Earth Systems
Patterns in the Night Sky 

Fifth grade:

As the culminating grade in elementary school, the entire year draws upon patterns
and understandings developed in prior grades.  Students look at phenomena from
previous grades from the central theme of the exchange of energy and matter within
systems.  Fifth grade students explore ecosystems and interacting subsystems of the
entire planet. Instead of tracking the flow of energy or matter within a system, it
focuses on the input of energy into the Earth system from the Sun and other stars in
the sky.  The entire year has an emphasis on developing and applying models. Using
pictorial models like concept mapping allows students to represent their mental
models and be very explicit about how the different components in the system
interact and exchange energy and matter.

Instructional segments:



Fifth grade students will receive standards-based instruction using the State
Board of Education adopted materials noted below.

C U R R IC U LUM


